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KREESHBR 74X S. v a2y 7ZEKRF (GEN Kenneth S. Wilsbach,/Chief
of Staff of the Air Force)

Dear Members of JAAGA

On behalf of the United States Air Force, it is my distinct honor to extend heartfelt
congratulations on the 30th anniversary of the Japan-America Air Force Goodwill Association.
As an honorary member, it is a personal privilege to celebrate this milestone with you.

For three decades, JAAGA has been a foundation of the friendship between the Japan Air
Self-Defense Force and the United States Air Force. Your dedication has forged bonds of
trust and camaraderie in this alliance that are the cornerstone of peace, stability, and freedom
in the Ind-Pacific. The personal relationships you have nurtured are what transform a
strategic partnership into a true friendship.

As our cooperation expands into new domains, the spirit of goodwill cultivated by your
organization is more critical than ever. | am confident that JAAGA will remain a guiding force
for the next generation of Airmen.

Thank you for your enduring commitment to our shared vision.

Congratulations again on three decades of incredible success and profound friendship.
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KKFEHEEERNSE 7 v B, YaFr A X—2EKN (GEN Kevin B. Schneider
Commander of U.S. Pacific Air Forces )

Dear Members of JAAGA It is my distinct honor to congratulate the Japan-America Air
Force Goodwill Association on your 30th Anniversary.

Thirty years is a remarkable milestone. It marks three decades of friendship, partnership, and
unwavering commitment to our shared vision of peace, security and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific. As Commander of Pacific Air Forces, | see the impact of your work every day.

The U.S.-Japan alliance remains the cornerstone of stability and security in the Indo-Pacific.
That cornerstone is built on trust, mutual respect and enduring relationships. Those
relationships are strengthened by organizations like JAAGA.

We are operating in a consequential era. The challenges to regional security are growing in
complexity and scale. To preserve a free and open Indo-Pacific, our forces must maintain the
highest levels of readiness and be prepared to respond at a moment's notice to any crisis.
Yet we do not face these challenges alone.

Today, our alliance is more than important than ever. We are moving beyond bilateral
cooperation, integrating with like-minded partners across the region, advancing Agile Combat
Employment concepts and learning to operate together at greater scale and speed. Success
in this environment demands our forces to be agile, integrated and completely unified in
purpose.

True interoperability begins with our Airmen. Equipment and tactics are important, but our

people are our greatest strategic advantage. JAAGA plays a vital role in strengthening the



personal and professional bonds that connect our two forces.

When our Airmen stand shoulder to shoulder our collective strength is magnified. Together
we deter aggression, preserve stability and demonstrate the power of an alliance built on
shared values and unbreakable relationships.

| am deeply grateful for your enduring dedication to this alliance. Congratulations on three
decades of extraordinary success.
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TERRMKREEFSE., TEHXRERSE VF¥—F -E-+—J —ZEHEKXE (Ret Gen
RICHARD E. HAWLEY,”Ret Commander of U.S. Air Forces Europe and Japan)
Dear Members of JAAGA

The six years that my family and | served in Japan were among the most rewarding of our Air

Force career. Our memories overflow with the many good times we experienced at Kadena with
the 313th AD and the 18th TFW. Our subsequent assignment at Yokota, where | served as
Commander of USF Japan and 5th AF, gave us a deeper appreciation for the rich culture of
Japan and the quiet strength of its people.

| will always treasure the friendships extended to me by the leaders of the JSDF and JASDF with
whom | served most closely. Mary Ellen also holds many fond memories of her time with their
spouses. We were privileged to become acquainted with Adm and Mrs. Sakuma during the visit
of Gen and Mrs. Colin Powel, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. We still recall with a smile
Adm Sakuma’s lighthearted test of the no-smoking policy aboard Gen Powell's aircraft.

The many enjoyable moments we shared with Gen Suzuki and his wife, and with Lt Gen Ishikawa
and his wife, are too numerous to recount. Suffice it to say that Gen Suzuki's warmth and
infectious smile brightened every gathering. It was a privilege to see him again at my retirement
ceremony. One of our most enduring memories of our time at Yokota is of Lt Gen Ishikawa's wife
Yuki waving farewell as we proceeded down the ramp to board our flight back to the US. She was
a very special lady. Although my interactions with Gen Ishizuka were fewer, one memory stands
out. After returning from Kadena, where | flew regularly to maintain currency in the F-15, | learned
that Gen Ishizuka was hosting a JASDF/USAF fighter pilots‘gathering and that | was to assemble
a group to represent 5th AF. The menu featured “Fugu”, and, mindful of its reputation, | inquired
whether the chef was licensed to prepare it. He replied with great pride that he held licenses to
drive and to fly, but not to prepare Fugu. Fortunately, we all lived to remember the occasion.

| am delighted to know that JAAGA has not only endured but has grown and prospered over these
past three decades. JAAGA plays an important role in strengthening the enduring partnership
between our nations and our Air Forces. Please accept my heartfelt congratulations and best

wishes for many more years of success.
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KR AESHEATRER., TEHXRERRE VF¥—F B. v4 ¥ —XZEEKF (Ret.Gen
Richard B. Myers ~15th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Ret. Commander of U.S.
Forces, Japan)

Dear Members and friends of JAAGA

Please accept my warmest congratulations on the Japan - American Air Force Goodwill
Association’s 30th Anniversary. Reaching this milestone is a testament to the strength,
dedication, and enduring spirit that have defined JAAGA since its founding.

It is especially meaningful to me because | had the privilege of serving as Commander of
U.S. Forces Japan and Fifth Air Force when JAAGA was established. At its founding, we
recognized the importance of building not only stronger military ties, but stronger and lasting
personal relationships between our air forces —relationships built on trust, mutual respect,
and shared purpose.

| regret that | will be able to attend the anniversary celebrations in person. Please know,
however, that | join you in spirit as you commemorate this important occasion.

| am especially pleased to see that JAAGA remains strong, vibrant, and committed to its
mission after three decades. The relationship between our two air forces remains as
important today as ever —even more so—given the challenges posed by a rising China and
an increasingly belligerent North Korea. Strong partnerships, close cooperation, and
enduring friendships continue to be essential to maintaining peace, stability, and security in
the Indo - Pacific region.

As you celebrate this remarkable anniversary, please accept my thanks for all that JAAGA
has accomplished over the past thirty years and my best wishes for continued success in the
years ahead. | also look forward to welcoming JAAGA representatives this fall in Washington,
D.C. With warm regards and congratulations again.
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TCRKFREEERAE., TAEERIZEE fyuoL H. 57 v F 7 —ZFEAN (Ret.Gen
CARROL H. CHANDLER,“Ret. Commander of U.S. Pacific Air Forces, Vice Chief of
Staff of the U.S. Air Force)

Dear Members of JAAGA

Thank you for your kind invitation to participate in the JAAGA 30th Anniversary activities.
Eva-Marie and | send our sincerest best wishes for a memorable and enjoyable celebration.
Please know that we consider our time on Okinawa and command at Pacific Air Forces
highlights of our time in the United States Air Force.

We cherish many memories each made special by our professional relationships and

personal friendships with our Japanese counterparts. We look forward to participating in



future JAAGA activities.
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